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Connecticut Powerhouse: Pullman & Comley
By Christine DeRosa

Law360 (September 21, 2026, 4:00 PM EDT) -- Pullman & Comley LLC's highlights
this year include helping Connecticut and its utilities implement a sophisticated
securitization structure authorizing up to $2.2 billion in rate reduction bonds to F(a LAW360
cover storm-related expenses and serving as lead bond counsel for the
University of Connecticut's record $582 million financing.

These accomplishments, as well as helping the town of East Haven reach a REGIONAL
memorandum of understanding with other stakeholders in connection with POWERHOUSE
Tweed-New Haven Airport's expansion, earned the firm a place among Law360's
2026 Regional Powerhouses, the third consecutive year the firm has made the
list.

Pullman & Comley has a strong history in Connecticut, dating back to 1919 in Bridgeport. In the 1990s,
the firm expanded its reach, both in lower Fairfield County and in Hartford County.

That has resulted in Pullman & Comley's 89-attorney headcount today, including 86 attorneys based in
Connecticut. The firm has two large offices, in Bridgeport and Hartford, as well as a sizable office in
Westport and smaller offices in Springfield, Massachusetts; Wakefield, Rhode Island; and White Plains,
New York.

Lee D. Hoffman, Pullman & Comley's chair, told Law360 Pulse the firm is looking to expand in Fairfield
County and its Springfield office, not far from the Connecticut border. It's also looking to grow in a few
key practice areas, such as environmental, corporate, litigation and real estate.

"We are also seeing a steady growth in public finance work, and that's an area that's always been an
area of strength for us," Hoffman said. "We're looking to shore that up a little bit as well, but that's more
just dealing with some new demand from existing clients simply because more funds are going out for
financing. The state is going out and doing some innovative things."

An example of its public finance group's work is how it is advancing energy affordability in the state by
helping the state and its utilities implement a sophisticated securitization structure authorizing up to
$2.2 billion in rate reduction bonds that will pay off storm restoration expenses and smart-meter
deployment over time.

Anything the firm can do to drive down electricity costs in the state is a net benefit, Hoffman said.



Two years ago, he said, the Legislature looked at the costs incurred by the utilities — particularly
Eversource since it covers most of the state — for their storm-related activities. The Legislature allowed
the rate reduction bond mechanism to be used again to recoup those costs instead of putting
surcharges on consumers.

"We are doing something that will have, | think, significant economic benefits to individual homeowners
as well as Connecticut businesses," Hoffman said. "The reach of this is going to be pretty significant, and
we're very excited to be doing that."

Earlier this year, Pullman & Comley also served as lead bond counsel for UConn's record $582 million
financing in March, in a transaction generating significant debt service savings for the state and
supporting both capital improvements and UConn Health's acquisition and improvement of Waterbury
Hospital.

Pullman & Comley is also known for its environmental work. Hoffman and firm member Gary O'Connor
were appointed to a working group tasked by state agencies to evaluate and refine the rollout of the
state's new regulations that went into effect this year covering the reporting and remediation of
industrial pollution.

An example of the firm's strength regarding economic development and environmental considerations
can be seen in its representation of East Haven in a matter against the Federal Aviation Administration,
challenging the FAA's December 2023 decision clearing the way for Tweed-New Haven Airport's
proposed runway extension and new passenger terminal project.

Pullman & Comley filed suit in the D.C. Circuit and presented oral argument in December 2025. In July,
the D.C. Circuit ruled that the FAA sufficiently analyzed the environmental impacts of the expansion,
saying the U.S. Supreme Court's Seven County ruling made clear that courts cannot override agencies'
reasonable National Environmental Policy Act judgments or explanations.

However, the firm said it helped catalyze negotiations among the town, the airport authority, the city of
New Haven and the airport operator, leading to a signed memorandum of understanding that addressed
East Haven's concerns while establishing a framework for the possible expansion of an airport that now
serves over 1.3 million passengers annually.

Pullman & Comley also helps companies navigate growth, disruption and transition, including helping
Milford-based Athletic Brewing Co. secure financing to fuel the company's exponential growth. Fairfield-
based Bigelow Tea Co. hired Pullman to restructure a broad portfolio of cross-border supply contracts
after tariffs destabilized critical supply chains.

"Change is never easy to navigate, even when it's a good type of change, such as when a company is
growing significantly and tapping new markets," said Matt Glennon, vice chair of the firm's business
organizations and finance department. "It's important to us to understand not only the legal issues the
company is facing, but also the business challenges and opportunities the business is seeing. That allows
us to be a true partner to our clients, and that collaborative approach is part of what separates us from
other firms."

The firm also has a public service ethos, something Hoffman said has been a part of Pullman & Comley
since its inception.



Some of its people have left private practice and have become dedicated public servants as a primary
career. Those people include Pullman member Campbell Barrett, who was confirmed as a Connecticut
Superior Court judge this year; Erick Russell, who serves as state treasurer; Alex Hernandez, who serves
as a Superior Court judge; and Andrew McDonald, a justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court.

There are also attorneys at the firm who balance both legal and public service careers. For example,
Steve Stafstrom, co-chair of the firm's litigation department and leader of its real estate and
environmental litigation team, serves as a state representative in the Connecticut General Assembly.

There, he serves as co-chair of the Judiciary Committee.

--Editing by Lief Nielsen.

All Content © 2003-2026, Portfolio Media, Inc.



