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Connecticut Powerhouse: Pullman & Comley 

By Christine DeRosa 

Law360 (September 3, 2025, 4:00 PM EDT) -- Pullman & Comley LLC's highlights this year include 
representing Sacred Heart University in its $15 million acquisition of Notre Dame Catholic High School, 
helping national real estate developer Bluewater Property Group as it seeks to develop a 3.2 million-
square-foot Amazon distribution center, and persuading a state court to halt the Connecticut Siting 
Council's alleged overreach in placing transmission towers. 

Those accomplishments, as well as playing a central role in 
Connecticut's energy transformation as the state pivots to green 
energy and reclaims brownfields, earned the firm a place 
among Law360's 2025 Regional Powerhouses. 
 
In addition to working on solar farms, a utility-scale battery facility, 
and a waste reclamation facility in Plainfield, Pullman & Comley has 
also represented municipalities trying to protect their local 
ecosystems. 
 
In one case, the firm fought the Connecticut Siting Council's approval of United Illuminating's plan to 
install transmission towers that would traverse 22 acres of historic neighborhoods and environmentally 
sensitive coastal areas in and around Bridgeport. 
 
Much of the public opposed the Siting Council's approval, and the firm represented the city of 
Bridgeport in an administrative appeal in the New Britain Judicial District of Connecticut Superior Court. 
 
In April, Judge Matthew Budzik found that the council's February 2024 decision was made in excess of its 
statutory authority and remanded the matter back to the council for further proceedings. 
 
As a result of all the attention, the Legislature looked at the Siting Council process, Lee D. Hoffman, 
Pullman & Comley's chair, said. 
 
"In the 2024 legislative session, the Legislature completely revamped the process as to how these 
projects get approved," Hoffman said. "We're still feeling our way through the new process, because the 
process has only been in effect for months, not years, and everybody's still learning, but that was as a 
direct result of that Siting Council proceeding and the appellate litigation that flowed from that." 
 
Pullman & Comley dates back to 1919 in Bridgeport. It was and still is the largest firm in the city, 



 

 

according to Hoffman. In the 1990s, the firm expanded its reach, both in lower Fairfield County and in 
Hartford County. 
 
That has resulted in Pullman & Comley's 90-attorney headcount today, including 87 attorneys based in 
Connecticut. The firm has two large offices, in Bridgeport and Hartford, as well as a sizable office in 
Westport and smaller offices in Springfield, Massachusetts; Wakefield, Rhode Island, and White Plains, 
New York. 
 
Pullman & Comley is a full-service law firm, but its major practice areas include business organizations 
and finance; public finance; health care; labor, employment law and employee benefits; litigation; 
property tax and valuation; real estate, energy, environmental and land use, and trusts and estates. 
 
Another matter that that helped the firm earn its Powerhouse title is the firm's representation of 
Bluewater Property Group in its plans to develop an Amazon distribution site in Naugatuck. Hoffman 
said that the firm worked with the council of governments there to move the matter along. 
 
"You're talking about over 100 acres of development in the middle of Connecticut, and that would 
ordinarily cause a whole lot of Sturm und Drang," Hoffman said. "But, when you involve the 
communities early and often, and get buy-in and consensus … the development works, and now you're 
going to have a major facility that's going to create 1,000 new jobs in central Connecticut." 
 
Pullman & Comley is also busy working on various other matters that utilize attorneys with skill sets 
across practice areas and industries. 
 
Nancy Hancock, a member of Pullman & Comley's executive committee and co-chair of the business 
organizations and finance department, said clients come looking for someone to be the point guard on 
the basketball team. When clients' problems arise, Hancock said, she passes the ball to individuals at the 
firm who have expertise in the problem areas. 
 
Apart from serving as outside corporate counsel, Hancock said, the firm handles mergers and 
acquisitions matters. 
 
For example, Hancock worked on a merger and acquisition for Fairfield's Sacred Heart University, the 
second-largest independent Catholic university in New England, in its $15 million acquisition of 
Bridgeport's Notre Dame Catholic High School in July 2024. 
 
According to Hancock, the interesting aspect of that acquisition was the amount of employment law 
involved, as the firm's attorneys were dealing with independent school faculty being absorbed by a 
grant-receiving entity that also is a Catholic-affiliated university. 
 
"It could not have been more complicated in terms of all the different rules that they all had to follow, 
but it provides them with a wonderful resource to have yet another independent school that people are 
seeking out these days right off the Merritt Parkway," Hancock said. "Sacred Heart also has a significant 
education program, so they have a place where they can train their people when they need their clinical 
equivalents." 
 
Pullman & Comley's influence extends to the larger legal profession in the state. The firm is home to 
former Connecticut Bar Association Presidents James T. "Tim" Shearin, who served as the firm's chair for 
nine years, Monte Frank, Livia DeFilippis Barndollar and Frederic S. Ury. 



 

 

 
Additionally, Steve Stafstrom, vice chair of the firm's litigation department and a member of the real 
estate and environmental department, serves as a state representative in the Connecticut General 
Assembly. There, he serves as co-chair of the Judiciary Committee and on the Finance, Revenue and 
Bonding Committee. 
 
The firm also has five retired Connecticut state court judges on its alternative dispute resolution team. 
One is Theodore R. Tyma, who joined the firm's Bridgeport office in May following his retirement from 
the bench after nearly 21 years. 
 
Pullman & Comley has also experienced other growth over the past year, including with the addition of 
former assistant U.S. Attorney Emilie Simone, who joined the Bridgeport office as counsel in June. 
 
The firm also expanded its family law and litigation practices with the addition of longtime Ryan Ryan 
Deluca LLP attorney Beck S. Fineman in February. In December, Kate Boucher and Tyler 
Hokanson joined the firm's real estate, energy, environmental and land use practice. Boucher joined the 
firm as a member, while Hokanson joined as counsel. 
 
Last October, Isabelle Bibet-Kalinyak joined Pullman & Comley's healthcare and business and finance 
practices after serving as vice chair of Brach Eichler LLC's healthcare practice. 
 
Hoffman said that the firm's people are its most valuable resource and that his focus as a leader of the 
firm, and the partners' focus, is that they want to have a good culture where people want to come to 
work. 
 
"At the end of the day, pulling together, succeeding together, it's not just our firm tagline, it's what we 
truly believe in," Hoffman said. "It's what truly motivates us because at the end of the day, we are really 
all about helping our clients to secure their futures and to do what they want to do." 
 
--Editing by Michael Watanabe. 
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