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State Seeks A Significant Energy Boost 
Attorney heads panel looking at cost, efficiency issues 

As Connecticut looks for ways to im-
prove its lackluster economic climate, 

one focus will be on energy – both avail-
ability and costs. Toward that end, Gov.-
elect Dan Malloy has appointed an Energy 
Policy Working Group.

One of the co-chairs is Lee D. Hoffman, 
an attorney with Pullman & Comley who 
advises client on various energy and en-
vironmental matters. “Energy policy is an 
over-arching issue for Connecticut,” says 
Hoffman. “It affects jobs, the environment, 
even housing and transportation.  It is so in-
tertwined in what we do as a state, and so in-
tegral to making our state competitive again, 
that it was an honor to be asked to serve.

Hoffman, who was also recently appoint-
ed to the General Assembly’s Brownfields 
Working Group, says the energy policy 
group will offer advice on lowering electric 
rates in Connecticut and increasing energy 
efficiency and renewable energy efforts. He 
says such a high-level energy policy review 
is something that hasn’t taken place in Con-
necticut for more than 20 years. He hopes 
the result is that the new administration will 
have “a cohesive policy with which to work” 
as it takes office.

Hoffman traded e-mails last week with 
Editor-In-Chief Paul Sussman.

LAW TRIBUNE: As you work with cli-
ents in your practice, what energy issues 
come up the most often? 

LEE HOFFMAN: Many of my busi-
ness clients are concerned with the relatively 
high price of energy in Connecticut, and are 
looking to reduce their energy costs through 
procurement of electricity and gas through 
suppliers other than the utilities. The bulk of 
commercial and industrial energy users are 
now purchasing their energy in this fashion.  

Those clients frequently need assistance in 
navigating the markets to make certain their 
energy needs are being met as cheaply as pos-
sible. In addition, I represent developers of 
both traditional electricity generation and re-
newable energy projects.  For those clients, is-
sues of siting, permitting and getting onto the 
grid comprise the bulk of their legal concerns.

LAW TRIBUNE: Is there a particular 
factor or factors in Connecticut specifically 
causing problems – the state’s regulatory 
structure, for instance?

HOFFMAN: While Connecticut’s elec-
tricity prices are high, they are in line with 
much of the New England region, as well as 
New York and New Jersey. More needs to 
be done to lower rates; however, there are 
some factors that will keep rates in Con-
necticut higher than much of the rest of the 
country. One of the chief drivers is fuel se-
lection. The states with the lowest electric-
ity rates in the country have large coal-fired 
generators or obtain much of their electric-
ity from large-scale hydroelectric projects, 
like the Tennessee Valley Authority. Neither 
of those options is viable in Connecticut, or 
in much of the Northeast. Therefore, the 
first step is for Connecticut to make itself 
even more competitive with its neighbors.

LAW TRIBUNE: Beyond residential 
sticker shock, why is it important for the 
state to reduce energy costs? 

HOFFMAN: The reality is that Connecti-
cut, like all other states, is competing for busi-
nesses to locate here and provide jobs to its 
residents.  Connecticut is competing not only 
with other states, but now with other coun-
tries, for business to locate within the state.  
Connecticut has a lot of attractive options 
to offer potential businesses, including good 

schools, an educated work force and a high 
standard of living. One of the drawbacks to 
locating in Connecticut, however, is the cost 
of energy.  If we can drive down that cost, I 
think we’ll do a better job of being competi-
tive, both regionally and nationally.

LAW TRIBUNE: Most of us have heard a 
lot about green buildings and the LEED cer-
tification process. Are we seeing enough of 
these types of projects to make a difference? 

HOFFMAN: The reality is that sustain-
able development has taken off in a very 
meaningful way, both in Connecticut and 
across the United States. Sustainable devel-
opment is broader than LEED certification 
and encompasses a wide variety of strate-
gies. Even projects that don’t attempt for 
certification under LEED, Green Globes 
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Attorney Lee Hoffman says if Connecti-
cut can drive down energy prices, it will 
make the state more competitive in its 
attempt to attract businesses.
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or one of the other programs that are out 
there are still looking at how they can be 
more energy efficient. That type of thinking 
wasn’t present twenty or even ten years ago. 

LAW TRIBUNE: When most of us hear 
the term “renewable energy,” we think 
about wind and solar power. Are these the 
most pragmatic forms of renewable ener-
gy?  If not, what should we all be learning 
more about?

HOFFMAN: Each renewable resource 
has both pros and cons associated with it. 
For example, solar is the most capital-inten-
sive in terms of up-front costs, but its longer 
term operational costs are exceedingly low. 
Biomass and biogas facilities are cheaper 
sources of renewable energy, but they have 
air emissions associated with combustion.  
Hydroelectric is a tremendous renewable re-
source, but locally there are concerns about 

impact on stream flow. Each technology rep-
resents a choice, and in my opinion, the best 
bet for Connecticut is to diversify its renew-
able portfolio as much as possible so that 
all technologies are represented, tested and 
improved upon.

LAW TRIBUNE: We hear about the Mill-
stone nuclear plant mostly when something 
negative happens. But now people from all 
sides of the political spectrum are talking 
about the need to consider nuclear power 
as part of the nation’s energy future. Do you 
foresee that happening? 

HOFFMAN: I foresee it happening, but 
not in Connecticut or the Northeast, at least 
not for some time. The reality is that there 
have been monumental leaps in nuclear 
technology since the last time a nuclear plant 
was constructed in the United States, and 
our nuclear plants haven’t really kept up with 

those changes. Those plants will get con-
structed, but I think they’ll be constructed 
in places with less population density than 
Connecticut. 

LAW TRIBUNE: Is there anything else 
that people should understand about this 
committee or the energy challenges facing 
Connecticut? 

HOFFMAN: The biggest thing to bear 
in mind is the role that time plays in energy 
policy. It takes several years for any energy 
project – gas pipelines, power generation, 
power lines, renewable projects – to be de-
veloped, financed and constructed.  Once 
those projects are built, they are part of the 
landscape for at least thirty years.  We all 
need to recognize that energy issues will 
only be resolved through a slow and deliber-
ate process, and that the effects of those de-
liberations will take some time to appear.   n


