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Working In The Eye Of The Storms
Lee Hoffman brings energy to effort to improve bad weather response 

By PATRICK LINSEY

The town of Windsor was hit hard by 
October’s freak winter storm. But 

thanks to a quirk in the electrical grid, en-
ergy and environmental law attorney Lee 
Hoffman’s family home regained power 
four days before many of his neighbors. 

“It was incumbent on us to be the laun-
derer and baker in the neighborhood,” 
Hoffman said. “Those who had shared.” 

And while Hoffman’s neighbors would 
thank him for a few warm meals and clean 
shirts, the Pullman & Comley partner is 
also hard at work behind the scenes to 
ensure that the next time severe weather 
strikes, people’s lights come back on a little 
bit quicker. Hoffman is currently serving 
on Gov. Dan Malloy’s Two Storm Panel, 
investigating the state’s response to Tropi-
cal Storm Irene and the bizarre October 
Nor’easter.  

“We’re looking at issues like sheltering 
— how do you manage the special needs 
of certain individuals? How do you coor-
dinate emergency first responders?” Hoff-
man explained. “There are some shining 
examples of things that were done very well 
across the board. There were other things 
that needed improvement.” 

And, of course, the panel is looking at 
the responses of Connecticut’s two largest 
electric providers — Connecticut Light & 
Power and The United Illuminating Co.  
Criticism from irate customers has been 
showered on these utilities like snowflakes 
from the autumn sky.  Hoffman noted that 
when electric utilities are faced with fore-
casts like that for the October Nor’easter, 
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DOZEN WHO                                      MADE A DIFFERENCE

Lee Hoffman, a partner in Pullman & Comley’s Hartford office, has lent his energy 
and environmental expertise to the governor’s office twice, first on a panel making 
energy policy recommendations and most recently on a task force looking into the 
state’s response to two severe storms.
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they find themselves between “a rock and 
a hard place.” 

Hoffman compared the scenario to “a su-
perintendent of schools who cancels school 
the day before the big snow storm, and then 
only [an] inch of snow hits the ground and 
the superintendent is ridiculed.” 

“It’s the same basic situation,” he said. “If 
the utilities routinely call for help before 

the storm arrives [from distant states] and 
nothing bad happens, the utilities bear that 
cost and it goes to the bottom lines of rates.” 

Ultimately, the Two Storm Panel will 
make recommendations to the governor 
on how the state can be best prepared be-
fore the next severe weather event — which 
Hoffman notes could well be worse than 
the drubbings Connecticut took this year. 
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“There’s no real point in rehashing this 
unless you’re going to learn from it and 
improve the process,” he said. “Imagine if 
a Hurricane Gloria or Katrina hit. The re-
ality is that the state is, statistically speak-
ing, overdue for a Category 3 hurricane to 
hit. A Category 3 [hurricane] would have 
done much more damage and would have 
knocked us out a lot longer than those two 
storms.” 

The Two Storm Panel marks the second 
time in as many years that Malloy has tapped 
Hoffman’s energy law expertise. Malloy also 
picked Hoffman to chair a committee that 
made recommendations on energy policy 

to the then governor-elect’s transi-
tion team in 2010. 

“Lee is a bright, articulate 
man who not only has a 

reputation for serving 
his clients well, but has 

also generously given time through his 
public service,” Malloy told the Law Tri-
bune. “I’ve been gratified by the amount 
of time he has given on the Two Storm 
Panel over the past couple of months … 
As anyone can imagine, this has been no 
easy task.”

Storm Legislation
Malloy added that he hopes to incorpo-

rate the panel’s recommendations into pro-
posed legislation his office will submit to 
the legislature in February. 

Hoffman practices in Pullman & Com-
ley’s Hartford office, counseling clients on 
compliance issues and representing them 
before administrative agencies. He speaks 
of his work with a contagious enthusiasm, 
saying that Connecticut has taken a “ho-
listic” approach by combining its depart-
ments of environmental protection and en-

ergy into one integrated state agency. 
“I’m either an environmental lawyer who 

does energy law or an energy lawyer who 
does environmental law,” Hoffman said. “It 
depends on the day of the week.” 

He recalls first pondering his chosen 
career as an undergraduate environmental 
science major at Tulane. He asked a profes-
sor who had advised the Costa Rican gov-
ernment on rain forest management why 
the country’s leaders had failed to heed the 
professor’s counsel. 

“His reply was, ‘If you want to worry 
about policy you become a lawyer, because 
the lawyers make all the rules. The best 
you can do is advise those idiots,” Hoffman 
chuckled. “It dawned on me that I wanted 
to become one of those ‘idiots.’ ” 

Of course, Andrew McDonald would 
attest that Hoffman is no idiot.  McDon-
ald, who previously practiced with Hoff-
man as a fellow partner at Pullman & 
Comley, is now general counsel to Gov-
ernor Malloy. 

“It’s rare to find somebody with both the 
breadth and the depth of knowledge that 
Lee has,” McDonald said. “He’s wickedly 
smart and very focused on outcomes which 
are advantageous to his clients. But he also 
has a tremendous sense of public service, 
too, which the governor has readily tapped 
into.” n
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Ultimately, the Two Storm Panel will make 
recommendations to the governor on how 

the state can be best prepared before the 
next severe weather event – which Hoffman 

notes could well be worse than the drubbings 
Connecticut took this year. 


